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under the general direction of an Extra-Mural Board on which the
university, the W.E.A., the L.E.A.S, and other agencies supplying
adult education are represented. The tutors, who are employed in
a full-time capacity, have formed an Association of Tutors in Adult
Education, and in many cases are represented on the Extra-Mural
Boards and Committees.
There have been two interesting developments in adult educa-
tion in the period between the two wars. The first was the formation
of the Cambridgeshire village colleges, which constitute at one
and the same time schools for children, and educational, social, and
cultural centres, for adults in the rural areas. The earliest of the
centres was at Sawston, 1928, and owing to the active encourage-
ment of Mr. H. Morris, County Education Secretary, and the
Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees, they were extended to other
districts in the county.
The other was in connection with the new housing estates built
after the First World War, and was initiated by a conference, held
in 1929, at which the National Council of Social Service and other
bodies were represented. The New Estates Community Committee
(later the Community Centres and Associations Committee) was
created with the object of providing community centres to promote
a healthy social life on the new housing estates. In 1944 the
Ministry of Education issued a pamphlet entitled Community
Centres, in which it was stated that the general responsibility for
the development of community centres now rested with the Ministry
of Education and the L.E.A.S, The centres themselves may be
provided in a number of different ways, e.g. by an L.E.A. exercising
its powers under Sections 41 and 53 of the Education Act, 1944; by
a local authority acting as a housing authority under section 80 of
the Housing Act, 1936; by a local authority exercising its powers
under the Physical Training and Recreation Act, 1937, or by volun-
tary effort aided by the L.E.A., the National Council of Social
Services, or the Ministry of Education. The Ministry of Education,
in the pamphlet referred to above, expressed its opinion that it was
desirable that all villages, especially those with a population over
four hundred, should be provided with a village hall.
The Women's Institutes, which have been organised in a large
number of villages, are an important educational influence in rural
districts. During the last war they made a noteworthy contri-
bution to the national effort. Each county has its own local federa-
tion of Women's Institutes, and these are united in the National